
 

                WESSEX          
ORIENTEERING CLUB 

 
Compass Sport Cup/Trophy  

Studland, Dorset. Sunday Feb 17th 
 

Preliminary Details 

 
 
Location. National Trust Car Park, Knoll Beach, Ferry Rd, Studland, Dorset. Grid 
Ref SZ 032835 post code BH19 3AH. The entrance to the car park will be signed from 
the main road running north-south through Studland. Please note there are several 
other National Trust car parks in Studland so make sure you go into the right one! 
 
Those approaching from the North/East may find it easier to get to Studland using the 
Sandbanks chain ferry as this avoids the need to drive around Poole Harbour. Details of 
this ferry can be found at  http://www.sandbanksferry.co.uk 
 
 
Parking and Assembly 
 
Parking will be free to National Trust members but non-members will have to pay the 
daily parking fee of £3.00/car. This may be payable on entry or a pay and display 
system might be in operation.  Only one occupant of the car needs to have a National 
Trust membership card to get free parking so perhaps you should plan any car sharing 
arrangements accordingly. Car parking will be adjacent to assembly area.  
 
Any teams planning on arriving by coach should inform the organiser beforehand. 
 
The car park has a toilet block and a café serving hot drinks, cakes and light meals.  
 
During the winter dogs are welcome at Knoll Beach though they should be kept on a 
lead in and around the assembly area. Dogs must not be taken on the courses. Further 
details about bringing dogs can be found at 
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/home/view-page/item361208/277521/ 
 
 Start and Finish  
 
There will be an 800m walk/run to the start. This will involve crossing the main road 
through Studland, which will be manned. The route is then along a footpath across 
private land that we have been given permission to use. This path also crosses an SSSI 
so please keep to the marked route. 
 
There will be an unmanned clothing dump about 150m before the start. After the finish it 
will be a 600m walk back to the clothing dump from where you return to the car park by 



 
the same route. WE WILL NOT BE COLLECTING MAPS AT THE FINISH SO 
COMPETITORS MUST NOT SHOW THEIR MAPS TO, OR DISCUSS THE COURSES 
WITH, ANY RUNNER YET TO COMPETE. 
 
Start Procedure  
 
Runners will be given a start time allocated in accordance of the rules for this event. 
Runners will be called up 3 minutes before their start time. If you miss you start time you 
will be allocated the next available one but on the more popular courses, particularly the 
blue and green ones,  that may entail a long wait.  
 
Terrain 
 
Agglestone is an area new to orienteering for this event.  It is open heath that slopes 
strongly from south to north with fine views across Poole Harbour to Poole and 
Bournemouth and on a clear day over to the Isle of Wight. There are several valleys 
also running south to north that provide some steep, complex contours. There are 
extensive seasonal and permanent marshes.  Those which are marked as un-crossable 
are very nasty. The going is generally reasonably fast and open except where there is 
deeper heather. Gaiters are strongly recommended. There is a clear network of distinct 
tracks with many unmapped minor/indistinct deer tracks etc.  You may encounter 
mountain bikes on the main tracks.  The longest courses may encounter grazing 
horses. 

Maps and Courses 

The map will be just larger than A4 in size on water resistant paper at a scale of 
1:10000. Control descriptions will be printed on the front of the map and will also be 
available as loose descriptions on water resistant paper. All courses will have IOF 
symbolic descriptions 

The courses and their corresponding age groups are listed below. NOTE THAT 
DURING THE EVENT THE COURSES WILL BE PRIMARILY REFERED TO BY THEIR 
NUMBER, SO PLEASE ENUSRE YOU KNOW THE NUMBER OF YOUR COURSE. 

Course No.  Course Colour    Age Classes  
1                Brown     Men Open         
2                Blue Women       Women Open       
3                Blue Men       M45+   M20-      
4                Green Women        W45+   W20-      
5                Green Men      M60+     
6                Short Green Vets  M75+  W60+      
7A        Light Green      Men 18-          
7B       Light Green      Women 18-        
8A        Orange    Men 14-          
8B   Orange    Women 14-    
 
 
 



 
 
Permanent Course 
 
All entries for the Compass Sport Cup/Trophy courses must be made in advance.  
However there is a permanent orienteering course whose start/finish is about 200m 
away from the car park and maps for this will be available for purchase. There are a 
number of suggested courses around these permanent controls including some of a 
white and yellow standard.   
 
Safety 
 
As usual all competitors MUST report to download even if they do not finish their 
course.  
 
ALL competitors must carry a whistle 
 
As this is an exposed area in the event of bad weather the organiser may insist that all 
competitors either wear or carry a cagoule 
 
Anybody getting lost should head SE, which will take them back either to the start/finish 
region or a road leading into Studland Village. The Agglestone is a prominent very large 
sandstone rock that is visible from much of the area. From there a path can be followed 
heading NE to the start 500m away.  
 
On the permanent course lost competitors should head east where they will soon come 
across an obvious catching feature called the English Channel ! 
 
Organiser: Roger Crickmore (roger.tracy@virgin.net)  or 01929 550680 before 21:00 


