Safeguarding Children and AtRisk Adults in Orienteering
Definitions
A child is defined as anyone who has not yet reached their 18th birthday. The fact that a child has
reached 16 years of age, is living independently or is in further education does not alter his/her status
under this definition.
The term ‘at-risk adults’ refers to those adults with mental illness, physical or learning disabilities, or
other special needs.

Principles
The Bristol Orienteering Klub is committed to ensuring that everyone, including children and at-risk
adults, who participate in orienteering have a positive and enjoyable experience in what can be a
challenging environment. Events are organised to maximise safety and minimise all types of risk. The
British Orienteering O-Safe policy describes good practice regarding the safeguarding and welfare of
children and at-risk adults within orienteering and orienteering-related activities. All members, clubs
and associations have, by joining or affiliating to British Orienteering, agreed to abide by the O-Safe
policy.
A summary of the National Guidelines can be read on the British Orienteering website at:
https://www.britishorienteering.org.uk/safeguardingandsafety
while the full policy is available at:
https://www.britishorienteering.org.uk/images/uploaded/downloads/governance_O-Safe 2017.pdf
If these links do not work, then these documents can be found on the British Orienteering website
at: Britishorienteering.org.uk > About Orienteering> Safeguarding and Safety.
The Committee asks that everyone in BOK knows about the summary page, and that those with
designated roles in the Klub familiarise themselves with the relevant sections of the comprehensive
O-safe policy document applicable to their role(s) in the Klub. Listed below are the key sections in
the document. Some affect everyone, while others cover specific areas such as coaching,
transporting children, and taking photographs. This policy is designed both to protect children and
vulnerable adults from unwanted or inappropriate behaviour by adults, and to protect adults in
positions of responsibility from mendacious accusations.

Key topics covered in document
Working with children and coaching ratio – there must always be two or more adults to supervise
and work with any group.
Finding volunteers responsible for positions of trust that involve caring for children – This section
gives advice on how to find and appoint coaches or volunteers responsible for caring for children
including their training, transport and the supervision of overnight accommodation. It describes
when a criminal record check is required.
Using Social Media - if you need to use social media to contact or work with anyone under 18, gain
permission from parents/carers, and always copy another colleague, welfare officer or moderator
into the message/communication.

Transporting children - Clubs and coaches should encourage parents to make private arrangements
to transport their children. A solitary adult is strongly discouraged from transporting a single
unrelated child in a vehicle. However common sense plays a role here and leaving a child alone at a
drop-off point, for instance after a bus journey, carries alternate hazards.
Photography – please follow the current BOK photographic policy.
http://www.bristolorienteering.org.uk/sites/default/files/basic_page/documents/2017/BOK%20Pho
tographic%20Policy%20–%20Feb%202017.pdf
Changing - always change clothing discreetly, especially when parked in urban areas, car parks or
other areas frequented by the general public.
Reporting concerns - BOK’s welfare officers are Peter and Jane Stagg – their contact details are given
on the back cover of BOK News, please contact them or the club Chairman if you have a
safeguarding concern.
Formal Policy - In accordance with British Orienteering requirements, a formal club policy on
safeguarding is given on the next page.
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Formal Club Policy Regarding Safeguarding Children and At-risk Adults
In accordance with the British Orienteering O-Safe Policy Document Appendix B, Bristol Orienteering
Klub is required to have a formal policy regarding safeguarding issues. As laid out in that Appendix,
the Klub will act as follows:
A.
B.

C.

Bristol Orienteering Klub agrees to adopt the up-to-date British Orienteering Policies,
Procedures, Rules and Regulations as published on the British Orienteering website.
All individuals involved in orienteering through Bristol Orienteering Klub in any capacity, are
deemed to have assented to and abide by and adhere to the British Orienteering Policies,
Procedures, Rules and Regulations as published on the British Orienteering website.
Both the Bristol Orienteering Klub and its members agree to abide by the final outcome of any
disciplinary and appeal proceedings.

Child Welfare Policy
1.
In this policy the expression "Offence" shall mean one or more of the Offences contained in
Schedule 4 to the Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 2000 and amendment within the
Sexual Offences Act 2003 (Home Office Circular 2005/16) and any other criminal offence
which reasonably causes British Orienteering to believe that the person accused of the
offence poses or may pose a risk of harm to a child or at-risk adult.
2.

3.

Upon receipt by Bristol Orienteering Klub of:
i.

notification that an individual has been charged with an Offence; or

ii.

notification that an individual is the subject of an investigation by the Police, Social Services
or any other authority relating to an Offence; or

iii.

any other information which causes the Klub reasonably to believe that a person poses or
may pose a risk of harm to a child or at-risk adult, then Bristol Orienteering Klub shall have
the power to order that an individual be suspended from all or any specific orienteering
activity for such a period and on such terms and conditions as it deems fit.

In reaching its determination as to whether an order under Regulation 2 should be made,
Bristol Orienteering Klub shall give consideration, inter alia, to the following factors:
i.

whether one or more children or at-risk adults is, or could be, at risk of harm;

ii.

whether the matters are of a serious nature as determined in 2 above;

iii.

whether an order is necessary or desirable to allow the conduct of any investigation by
Bristol Orienteering Klub or any other authority or body to proceed unimpeded.

4.

The period of an order referred to in 2 above shall not be capable of lasting beyond the date
upon which any change under the Rules of Bristol Orienteering Klub or any Offence is decided
or brought to an end.

5.

Where an order is imposed on an individual under Regulation 2 above, Bristol Orienteering
Klub shall bring and conclude any proceedings under the rules of British Orienteering against
the person relating to the matters as soon as reasonably practicable.

6.

Where a person is convicted or is made the subject of a caution in respect of an Offence, that
shall constitute a breach of the rules of Bristol Orienteering Klub and it shall have the power to
order the suspension of the person from all or any specific orienteering activity for such a
period (including indefinitely) and on such terms and conditions as it thinks fit.

7.

For the purposes of these regulations, Bristol Orienteering Klub shall act through the British
Orienteering Safeguarding Case Management Group and Disciplinary Panels.

Notification in writing or an order referred to above shall be given to the person concerned and/or
any Club with which he or she is associated as soon as reasonably practicable.

